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Sun 9:15 - 9:50 AM
Sun 9:30 - 9:50 AM 

: Sunday School
: Bible Study

Sun 10 AM - 12 NOON : Worship Service
Fri 9:00 AM : Fasting Prayer

: Cottage Prayer 

Sunday services can be attended in-person or online. 
Zoom Link
pwd=VjZoSHVvSnhmcEIwSmJ1Ym0xL0paQT09 Or audio only
at 1 312 626 6799, Meeting ID: 757 719 2513 # #, password
5857 #

1095 E Thacker St,  Des Plaines, IL-60016. PHONE : 773-234-1034 

Be still, and know that I am God. Psalms 46:10a.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AND
FELLOWSHIP

Facebook FEBRUARY 2026

CSI CHRIST CHURCH OF CHICAGO
Parish Messenger

Malayalam service: 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
English service: 2nd Sunday 
Youth and Young Adults (YAYA) Worship 4th Sunday 

Sat Evenings

http://www.csichristchurch.us/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7577192513
https://www.facebook.com/chicago.csi.malayalam


-Rev. Joe Varghese Malayil

It was into this situation that God raised the
prophet Haggai in BC 520. His ministry lasted only
about four months--but it was a season of strong
encouragement and divine correction. Haggai
confronted the people with a crucial truth:
misplaced priorities lead to spiritual and material
barrenness. “You have sown much, and harvested
little… you earn wages, only to put them in a bag
with holes in it” (Haggai 1:5–6). When self-interest
rises above God’s interest, life loses its fullness.

This is a word for us today. We, too, have sold our
old church, are worshipping in a rented space, and
are prayerfully preparing to purchase the very
church where we now gather. Like the post-exilic
community, we are trusting God for restoration and
provision. Haggai reminds us that God must have
first priority-not merely His blessings, but God
Himself. As Jesus teaches in Matthew 6:33, when
we seek first the Kingdom of God, everything else
finds its rightful place. Family, work, education,
recreations, Jim, tuition, sports, and daily needs are
all good and necessary-but even good things can
become harmful if they keep us from the best.

Haggai 1:8 gives us three powerful instructions for
this season:

 First: “Go up to the mountain.”
Mountains in Scripture are places of God’s
presence. Abraham encountered God on Mount
Moriah, Moses on Mount Sinai, and Jesus often
withdrew to the mountains to pray. Before
engaging in God’s work, we must seek God’s
presence. Before we build, we must pray. Before
action, there must be adoration. Prayer must
always come before planning. As a Church, we are
called to climb the mountain-setting aside time for
prayer, fasting, and listening to God. Especially as
we enter the 40 days of Lent beginning on Ash
Wednesday, February 18, let this be a season of
deeper spiritual focus and surrender.

Go Up to the Mountain, Bring the Wood, and
Build the House- Haggai 1:8

The year 2026 stands before us as a blessed and
hopeful year in the life of our Church. With
prayerful hearts, we are trusting God for an own
church facility-a place where generations can
worship, pray, and grow in faith. Our motto for this
year, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm
46:10a), reminds us that while we plan and labor, it
is the Lord who fights for us and establishes His
purpose.

At the beginning of this month, we dedicated the
new Executive Committee during the worship
service. We thank God for calling them to serve,
and we pray that He will bless them abundantly
with wisdom, humility, courage, and a prayerful
spirit. Leadership in God’s Church is not merely
administrative; it is spiritual stewardship. As a
congregation, let us continually uphold them in
prayer, so that they may lead according to God’s
plan and desire, not human preference.

The message of the prophet Haggai speaks
powerfully into our present context. The book of
Haggai belongs to the post-exilic period. The
magnificent Temple built by Solomon was destroyed
by the Babylonians. After nearly 70 years of exile,
the people returned to Jerusalem. Though they
came back in BC 536 and began rebuilding the
Temple, opposition and discouragement caused the
work to stop for about 16 years (Ezra 4:1-5). During
this long pause, the people shifted their focus.
Instead of rebuilding God’s house, they invested
their energy and resources in building their own
paneled houses (Haggai 1:4). Their priorities
changed, and spiritual laziness crept in.



-Rev. Joe Varghese Malayil

 Second: “Bring wood.”
God invites His people to bring what they have. Wood represents what we bring to God from what He
has already given us. It represents our resources, talents, time, and blessings. A child brought five
loaves to Jesus; David brought five stones and a willing heart; Paul surrendered his knowledge and pen
for the Gospel. God invites us to bring our gifts-not because He lacks, but because our obedience
invites His glory. Everything we have comes from God, and He calls us to offer it back to Him willingly
and joyfully.

Third: “Build the house.”
When Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the people obeyed the word of the Lord, they rose up and rebuilt the
Temple. God’s work advances when God’s people respond in faith. Today, as we prayerfully seek to
purchase the church where we worship, we trust that obedience will open the way for divine
intervention.

As we enter the season of Lent beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 18, it becomes even more
meaningful. May this year be one where we set our priorities right, seek God first, and witness His
miraculous provision. May the Lord stir our hearts, strengthen our committee members, unite our
congregation, and guide us as we go up to the mountain, bring wood, and build His house-for His glory
alone. Amen.

Joe Achen.



Region IV Council members visit

JANUARY MEMORIES

Malayalam students and teachers
leading service



LECTIONARY & DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS



FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS

May God's blessing
be on each and

everyone of you !!!

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Those who remain in Love,
remain in God and God remains
in them.

John4:16

Happy Anniversary

2 Omana Thomas 
3 Shibu Kurian 
3 Sarah Mary Philip 
8 Luca Yohan Joe 
10 Rajesh Benjamin 
10 Krystle Thomas 
11 Silvy Mathew 
15 Elijah Vinod Chacko 
17 Tarun K Koshy 
19 Zane Babu
23 Anit Roy 
25 Ben Kurien 
26 Laila Prabha 
26 Bino Oommen 
27 Teena Livingstone  

2 K M Mathai & Susamma Mathai
6 Biju Kurien & Bibi John 
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