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Sun 9:15 - 9:50 AM
Sun 9:30 - 9:50 AM 

: Sunday School
: Bible Study

Sun 10 AM - 12 NOON : Worship Service
Fri 9:00 AM : Fasting Prayer

: Cottage Prayer 

Sunday services can be attended in-person or online. 
Zoom Link
pwd=VjZoSHVvSnhmcEIwSmJ1Ym0xL0paQT09 Or audio only
at 1 312 626 6799, Meeting ID: 757 719 2513 # #, password
5857 #

1095 E Thacker St,  Des Plaines, IL-60016. PHONE : 773-234-1034 

Be still, and know that I am God. Psalms 46:10a.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AND
FELLOWSHIP

Facebook AUGUST 2026

CSI CHRIST CHURCH OF CHICAGO
Parish Messenger

Malayalam service: 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
English service: 2nd Sunday 
Youth and Young Adults (YAYA) Worship 4th Sunday 

Sat Evenings

http://www.csichristchurch.us/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7577192513
https://www.facebook.com/chicago.csi.malayalam


The Courage Not to Return

Ur was an ancient city situated on the banks of the Euphrates River, about 350 kilometers south
of Baghdad in present-day Iraq. Archaeologists have discovered remains dating back nearly six
thousand years among the ruins of the city. At the beginning of the fourth millennium BC, Ur was
the capital of a powerful empire. Around the beginning of the second millennium BC, the city was
destroyed through numerous wars. It was probably during this period of migration that Terah, the
father of Abraham, set out with his family from Ur. It was an era marked by great migrations and
military campaigns. The Bible refers to the city left behind by Abraham's ancestors as "Ur of the
Chaldeans." 

Chaldea became synonymous with Babylon, the great power that ruled much of the Middle East
during the seventh and sixth centuries BC. Strictly speaking, from the ninth century BC onward,
the region of Mesopotamia between the city of Babylon in the north and the Persian Gulf in the
south was known as Chaldea. The tribes of this region conquered neighboring kingdoms in the
seventh century BC and established the Neo-Babylonian, or Chaldean, Empire. Therefore, the
designation "Ur of the Chaldeans" is anachronistic when viewed in relation to the actual
historical period of Abraham. Nevertheless, the designation helped later readers understand
where Ur was located.

Terah left Ur with his family in order to go to the land of Canaan. Before that, his son Haran died
in his native city of Ur (Genesis 11:28). The Bible does not tell us whether this death was the
reason that Terah decided to leave his homeland and city. Yet, can we see in this event a hint
that death was lurking in the city they were about to leave? Ur never appears again in the history
of salvation. It is mentioned only once more, and even then only as a city that had been left
behind (Genesis 15:7).

Ur of the Chaldeans was the source and homeland of the ancestors. But Terah and his family left
it behind. It was the Lord Himself who brought the ancestors out of that place. Their destination
was Canaan-not a return to Ur! When we attempt to return to our sources, we must carefully
discern which sources we are talking about. There are sources that we have abandoned and
perhaps ought to leave behind; there are also things that have been lost to us, knowingly or
unknowingly. Therefore, discernment is essential in our journey to rediscover our sources. 

Our inheritance was not in Chaldean Ur; it was in Canaan. The Ur of the Chaldeans stands as a
signpost of time, reminding us that not every place of origin is a place to which we are called to
return. The call of Abraham is fundamentally a call to leave the familiar world and enter a new
future created by God. Abraham's call involves a radical break: "Go from your country and your
kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you" (Genesis 12:1). The significance is
not merely geographical. Abraham is being asked to leave behind the social, economic, familial,
and cultural securities that constituted his identity. Thus, Ur can be understood symbolically as
the established world from which God calls Abraham.

Some things in our past are precious and must be remembered. Some things have been lost and
need to be recovered. But some things were left behind precisely because God was calling us
into a new future. Therefore, returning to our "sources" requires discernment. Not every source is
a spring of living water. Not every origin is our destination. Not everything we left behind is meant
to be recovered. Sometimes faith means remembering where we came from while refusing to go
back there. Faith is the courage to leave the settled world and trust God's promised future.

Rev. D. S. Arun



VBS 2026

JULY MEMORIES



CSI North America Family Retreat
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LECTIONARY & DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS



AUGU CELEBRATIONS

May God's blessing
be on each and

everyone of you !!!

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Those who remain in Love,
remain in God and God remains
in them.

John4:16

Happy Anniversary

1 Jerin Mathew Koshy 
4 Andrew Meresh 
5 Benjamin Lukose 
5 Oliver Steven Koshy  
5 Kade Mathew Koshy 
6 Christy Idichandy 
6 Shibu Mathew Philip 
7 Jonathan Ampalloor 
8 Joash Ampalloor 
12 Mariamma Karottu  
13 Arunima K Alex 
13 Jessy Alexander
14 Reji Sumam 

8 Jijo Varghese & Lini Varughese 
17 Dilu Idichandy & Christy Idichandy 
17 Tomin Babu & Angela Babu  
22 Shaji Kurian & Sachu Kurian 
22 Shibu Kurian & Latha Kurian 
26 Sam C James & Sebreena James 
27 Christina & Rev. Joe Varghese 
 28 Mammen K John & Leela Mammen  

15 John Mathew (Thampy) 
16 Manoj V Thomas 
23 John T Mathews (Rajan) 
23 Sheela Joseph 
25 Sheela Isaac 
26 Kristin John 
27 Ezra Idichandy 
30 Meljo Varghese 
30 Richard David 
30 Linda Sigamony 











ANNOUNCEMENTS
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